Rex v. Elizabeth Gaunt and others
hand thought she should have as good a chance as Cornish.
However, all the judges now coming into Court again, it was
decided to take the verdict without allowing her to call
witnesses.
The Clerk told her to hold up her hand, and when she
would have made a final appeal to the judges to hear her,
Captain Richardson, her jailer, held up her hand for her,
that they might bring the matter to a speedier end, and the
jury found her guilty.
Cornish then occupied their time for a further hour or so,
and then gave up the unequal contest and was found guilty*
Elizabeth Gaunt was the first put up at the Bar for sentence,
which was delivered by the Recorder. He had the good
taste to add no discourse to the horrible duty the law called
upon him to perform, and in thev cruel phrases of the law
directed that she should be " carried back to the place from
whence you came, from thence you are to be drawn upon a
hurdle to the place of execution, and there you are to be
burnt to death."
.   " I say this woman did tell several untruths of me," said
the prisoner.
" Is that all you have to say ? " asked the Recorder.
" I do not understand the law," she answered pitifully,
and was carried away from the Bar.
The Recorder then proceeded with the usual sentence of
the three men.
Ring was reprieved, but the other sentences were carried
out. Alderman Cornish's execution was planned with
insulting pomp and circumstance to take place on Friday,
October 23rd. Mr Trevelyan fairly sums up his treatment
by his enemies when he says: "In the spirit of the hour
Cornish, one of the most influential and honourable of the
Whig merchants of London, so bitterly hated by the Court,
was singled out and murdered on a false charge of treason*"
The scaffold was erected by special order on the spot where
JCing Street meets Cheapside, in sight of his own house, the
277